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The Christian and Government  

Authority: the God given right to direct those under their charge to live as God commands, only in 
that sphere. It’s the right to make decisions and enforce accountability, but it is not unlimited and 
unqualified. These spheres interact but they do not interlock. They can support and help each other, 
but remain distinct, and do assume authority over the other. 
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YOU ARE HERE 

Government: 
Caesar Leads the State (Romans 

13:1-8; 1 Peter 2:13-17; Titus 3:1-3) 

Role: Protect and provide a place to flourish in: 
• Worship — Individual/Corporate  
• Economy — Work/Industry  
• Family — Wellbeing/Flourishing  
• Safety — Personal/Public  

Church: 
Pastors/Elders Lead the Flock  

(Hebrews 13:7, 17; 1 Thessalonians 
5:12-13; 1 Peter 5:1-4) 

   Role: Protect and provide a place to grow in: 
• Bible Doctrine  
• Public Worship  
• Personal Obedience  
• Gospel Impact 

Family:  
Husband/Parents Lead the Home 

(Genesis 1:26-2:25; Ephesians 5:21-6:4; 1 Corinthians 
11:2-3; Luke 2:52) 

Role: Protect and provide a place to be loved in: 
• Personal Development  
• Life-on-Life Discipleship  
• Biblical Instruction  
• Faithful Discipline 

Jesus Christ is Lord 
Ephesians 1:20-23 
Colossians 1:15-18
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• The President of the United States bypasses Congress and issues an executive order requiring mandatory 
buy-back of all guns from legal owners, stating that our 2nd Amendment does not apply to modern 
weapons, including those used for personal protection and home invasion. Do you hand over your 
weapons? What if they only outlaw AR-15’s?  

• The CDC makes an emergency declaration that churches cannot meet for worship in a pandemic until 
further notice, that all citizens are required to be vaccinated, and must wear masks at home to avoid 
contagion. Does God require you to comply?  

• You work in the Third Reich as a personal protection guard to Adolf Hitler, who has been exterminating Jews 
throughout Europe. He trusts you with his life, which if you take it, you can stop the spread of evil and 
tyranny. Can a Christian (like Bonhoeffer) end Hitler’s life and overthrow an evil government?  

• You are a Christian in early America, under British rule as a citizen of the Colonies, but the overreach of your 
government has so exasperated the people that they are beginning to riot. Can you join them? The protests 
are met with lethal force and a war for independence is forming to throw off the shackles of an oppressive 
government. Can you be an active part in breaking away and forming a new government, as a Christian? 
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Do it anyway, and all the more (1 
Peter 2:21-25; 1 Timothy 6:2)

Does God’s Word give them the 
authority to ask this of me? 

You can refuse, but must be 
willing to accept the 

consequences (Daniel 1:8-17)

Do it right away, all the way, and 
with a good attitude Yes! No!

Are they 
wicked? 

Are they 
godly? 

Is it a sin? Yes!

No! You must refuse, 
obeying God over 

men (Acts 4:19; 
5:29) 

You can choose to do it 
anyway, though you don't 

have to: 

As an act of 
love   

(Matthew 
5:41)

To be a 
witness  

(1 Timothy 
2:1-6

To be at peace  
(Titus 3:1-3)

To protect 
my conscience 
(Romans 13:5)

Nothing guarantees you will not be hated, falsely accused,  persecuted, 
or killed for doing what is right  

(1 Peter 2:12, 20; 3:13-18; 4:12-19)

God will be 
glorified in your life 


